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ACS Parent Board Update
The Academy of Classical Studies parent board met in October to plan the speaker series, the launch of the
community partners campaign, and fall teacher appreciation events. The parent board works closely with
ACS Assistant Principal, Liz Jenkins, as well as Director of Academies, Steve Maddox in planning and
supporting the staff and students of the Classical Academy.
ACS Parent Board leadership
President - Jacy Donovan
President in training - OPEN
VP PTSA liaison - Leslie Davenport
Teacher Appreciation - Holly Sudduth, Lauren Whelan
Speaker Series - Jennifer Botchway
Fundraising/Treasurer - OPEN
Senior Breakfast - Holly Sudduth
Newsletter & Secretary - Amy Beisenherz
Membership
New members are welcome and needed! If you are interested, please contact board president Jacy
Donovan at j.donovan@sbcglobal.net
Board meetings are generally scheduled via zoom for 10am on the first Thursday of every month.
Next meeting: Thursday, November 4th @ 10am
All Academies Fall Parent Mingle Thanks to those that came out for the fall parent mingle!

Classical Graduation Distinction and Civic Engagement Points
Civic Engagement Points are awarded for civic engagement tasks and activities that align with the Classical
Academy pillars of truth, beauty, and goodness. To earn an ACS Graduation Distinction, civic engagement
points must be logged, verified, and approved by May 1 of senior year.
The goal for civic engagement points is typically 80 points, but the numbers needed for distinction
eligibility have been adjusted due to Covid/pandemic issues. Here's a timeline of how we will adjust back
to that expectation:
● Class of 2022: 60 points
● Class of 2023: 70 points
● Class of 2024 and beyond: 80 points (subject to change if we are unable to plan some of our typical
experiences that lead to points)
For all groups, an additional award (certificate + medal) is given to students who earn 120+ hours. In ACS,
this is called the Classy Award. This number did not change, even during the pandemic, because it's an
"above and beyond" award.
Keep in mind that the points are only one eligibility requirement. To receive the ACS Graduation Distinction,
students also need to have academy-specific coursework and complete the Senior Seminar Experience:
● Coursework = 3 Fine Arts/Humanities electives + 1 year of Latin OR 4 Fine Arts/Humanities electives, if
students opt out of Latin. Those approved electives are listed on the ACS website.
● Senior Seminar for ACS = Thesis, Service Learning Design Project (collaborative), or Internship
For further information, watch this loom screencast explaining Academy graduation distinctions that was
recently shared in all senior advisories: Academy Distinctions
ACS Communications
Newsletters will be sent out via email to all ACS families as well as posted to the ACS website and social
media. Please reach out to Amy Beisenherz for anything you would like included in the next newsletter.
Check the ACS Website for the latest newsletters & information on speaker series, travel, and fundraising.
Make sure to follow The Academy for Classical Studies at Austin High on Facebook!

ACS Speaker Series
Please join us for our first Speaker Series event of the school year!
Thursday, 11/4

Anne R. Keene

Author, The Cloudbuster Nine

We are honored and excited to welcome Anne R. Keene, author of The Cloudbuster Nine: The Untold Story
of Ted Williams and the Baseball Team That Helped Win WWII, Amazon’s #1 read today for teen and young

adult male and female baseball and softball readers. This book is not just about baseball, historic figures
include football’s Bear Bryant, astronaut John Glenn, First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt and actor Dennis Weaver.
Anne Keene began her career as a press secretary on Capitol Hill. Her work
appeared in the New York Times, and she has spoken at the National Baseball Hall
of Fame Museum at Cooperstown, appearing on C-SPAN’s American History Book
Talk, and a FOX Nation film “Baseball at the White House” about Ted Williams, Joe
DiMaggio and President George H.W. Bush. The Cloudbusters was billed by
Newsday magazine in the “Top 12 Baseball Reads for the Season,” and chosen by
the Austin Statesman and BookPeople as “Statesman Selects” book of the month.
Keene is an Austin resident and the proud mother of a college freshman at the
University of Alabama.
“It was logic, speaking eloquently and persuasively, and living ethically that got us through WWII and the
professional athletes like The Splendid Splinter and people in my book like Bear Bryant, John Wooden,
George HW Bush, and Eleanor Roosevelt set great examples for service, sacrifice and humility.”
● All are welcome! The speaker series is open to the entire Austin High student body and will take place
on FIT days at 10:30AM.
● Look for zoom webinar information in campus communications, including the Maroon Update, PTSA
Facebook, and Classical Academy Blend announcements.
Classical Academy students will receive 2 civic engagement points for each speaker event added to x2vol.
We are actively working on scheduling several more speakers for this year and have some exciting events in
the works. Please feel free to forward speaker recommendations to Jennifer Botchway or Amy Beisenherz.

ACS Travel
Class of 2022 Italy Trip
The Senior Italy trip has been tentatively moved to the 1st week of April. Scholarships have been processed
and approved.
Class of 2023 Italy Trip
Travel info meeting for the Class of 2023 Italy trip is in the process of being scheduled. At that time, the
scholarship application will go into effect for those new travelers.
Sophomores will visit Marfa in the spring & American Studies Juniors may travel as well. Details will be
released as soon as confirmed.
Please take a look at our Community Partners Campaign below to see how you can partner with us to
continue to provide these opportunities for all of our ACS students.
Questions about ACS travel may be directed to Austin High’s Director of Academies, Steve Maddox at
steven.maddox@austinisd.org , 512-841-1950.

ACS Fall Fundraising
2021 Community Partners Campaign October 1-December 31st
The 2021 Community Partners Campaign launched in October with this letter:

Please join us as one of our Community Partners and make a tax-deductible donation now
through December 31 using this link:

ACS is a humanities-based interdisciplinary program rooted in the search for truth, beauty, and goodness in
the world. To fulfill this mission, we believe it is crucial for students to be provided the opportunity to
explore the world outside the classroom and the routine experience of their daily lives.
ACS is committed to ensuring that ALL students have the opportunity to participate in our carefully
designed outside-the-classroom learning experiences. All ACS families participate in funding their travel,
and we want to ensure that those who need some additional help are able to participate in the growth,
education, and life-long love of learning and understanding that our travel program provides.
This year, we hope to increase that support through our Community Partners Campaign. To raise these
needed funds, we will be reaching out to you, our families and corporate partners, to help ensure equal
opportunities for each and every one of our students. All funds raised through this campaign are used for
scholarships for student travel and academy experiences. The budget is carried over from year to year
with spending approved by our parent advisory board, Assistant Principal (Liz Jenkins), and Director of
Academies (Steve Maddox)
Teacher Appreciation
100% of Academy Program Fees and contributions via our Community Partners Campaign are used to
directly support programs and travel for ACS students.
Our ACS Parent Board plans teacher appreciation events throughout the year to show our Classical
Academy teachers and staff how grateful we are for their hard work and dedication.

This Friday, October 29, we are providing a teacher appreciation lunch
from The Backspace as well as these fun halloween treats.

❤️ Our teachers are so grateful ❤️

To contribute to teacher appreciation events for ACS staff, you can send
payment via Venmo @Lauren-Whelan-3 or email
holly@sudduthdesign.com for other payment options.
Some of you have asked for a suggested donation amount. A one-time
gift of $10-$20 should be plenty to fund events for the rest of the school
year. Of course, any amount at all is welcomed and appreciated.

⭐️ THANK YOU for your generosity! ⭐️

Thank you to all the families that donated popsicles for our 9th & 10th grade signature experiences!

📸

Check out our ACS Facebook Page for more pictures

9th Grade News
Our Classical freshman got to go to various
locations around Austin to look at the ideals of
Truth, Beauty, and Goodness within art.
Each of the buses went to different locations
including: Wonderspaces, The Blanton
Museum of Art, Zilker Botanical Gardens, The
Umlauf Sculpture Garden, The Cathedral of
Junk, The Barrientos Mexican American
Cultural Center, and various murals of beautiful
Austin street art.
The Classical teachers all had a blast and
hopefully the kids did too!

10th Grade News
We are constantly engaging our Classical Academy sophomores to expand on their discoveries of Truth,
Beauty and Goodness as they learn to think logically, write persuasively, speak eloquently, and live ethically.
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As a part of their World Religions Signature
Experience, Classical academy sophomores visited
different houses of worship in Austin, including:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Agudas Achim - synagogue
North Austin Muslim Cultural Center - mosque
Radha Madhav Dham - Hindu temple
Thien Hau Temple - Buddhist temple
St. Luke's on the Lake - Christian church
Sitagu Buddhist Vihara - Buddhist temple
Transfiguration Greek Orthodox Church

English
Students are in the middle of a journey looking at Joseph Campbell's concept of the Hero's Journey. They
are comparing stories across several genres (novels, films, short films, etc.) to look for elements of the
classical literary archetypes. They will be Thinking Logically, Speaking Eloquently, and Writing Persuasively
about these same elements in various world religions as part of a cross-curriculum project comparing
religions with English and World History. This will be connected to our field trip to visit several religious
institutions around the city to learn about their tenets and look at the architecture and symbolism of those
religions. They are continuing to Write Persuasively by writing personal narrative essays about events in
their lives that have helped them grow to see how these hero's journey archetypes and story cycles apply
to their own life. Finally, they are continuing to build vocabulary skills through weekly study of root words,
prefixes, and suffixes to help students better understand the definition of new words they come across
while reading.
World History
Students are going to be following our Classical Academy Pillars of Think Logically, Speak Eloquently, and
Write Persuasively to create a one-of-a-kind project about their World Religions Signature Experience. This
is a major project grade in both English and World History. AP and Advanced students also created a mock
trial to put Christopher Columbus et.al. on trial for the crimes against the Taino natives in 1492.
Geometry
Students are currently finishing up triangle congruence this week. Then they will Think Logically about
similarity where they will have their first little project of the year.
Algebra II
Students will be turning in their Linear Programming Essays and are starting to Think Logically about
Quadratic Functions.
Chemistry
Students will Think Logically and apply what they learned in the first 9 weeks to understand how and why
atoms interact the way that they do in ionic bonds, explain what that looks like in the atomic level via
electron configuration, and observe the different physical and chemical properties of various ionic
compounds during various labs.

