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It’s a New Year!

ACS Parent Board Update

The Academy of Classical Studies parent board meets monthly to plan speaker series, teacher appreciation
and fundraising, as well as events supporting our ACS student body such as the Senior Breakfast.

The parent board works closely with ACS Assistant Principal, Liz Jenkins, as well as Director of Academies,
Steve Maddox in planning and supporting the staff and students of the Classical Academy.

ACS Parent Board leadership
President - Jacy Donovan
President in training  - OPEN
VP PTSA liaison - Leslie Davenport
Teacher Appreciation - Holly Sudduth, Lauren Whelan
Speaker Series - Jennifer Botchway
Fundraising/Treasurer - OPEN
Senior Breakfast - Holly Sudduth
Newsletter & Secretary - Amy Beisenherz

Membership
New members are always welcome! If you are interested, please contact board president Jacy Donovan at
j.donovan@sbcglobal.net

Board meetings are generally scheduled via zoom for 10am on the first Thursday of every month.
Next meeting: Thursday, January 13th @ 10am

http://www.austinhighclassical.org/
mailto:j.donovan@sbcglobal.net


ACS Parent Mingle We would love to have a Spring social gathering for our ACS parents and staff.  Please
let us know if you would like to host at your home or if you have a connection to a restaurant/venue. This
is a very casual social event, usually from 5pm-7pm.  Email replies may be sent to Jacy Donovan at
j.donovan@sbcglobal.net

Saturday School
Saturday school is starting again.  It will be utilized for students that need to clear N/Cs, students that have
fallen below the 90% attendance rate, or students that have consequences for disciplinary reasons.

Students must arrive at school by 8:00 AM and wait near the kiosk on the West side of campus. Those are
the only doors that will be open. We usually tell them to get here by 7:45 to ensure they are on time. If
they arrive past 8:10 they will be turned away and will NOT get credit for attending. Saturday school ends
at noon, so 8AM - 12PM.

While in Saturday school, students will work on their DELTA work (if they have DELTA as a class), and/or
they are responsible for bringing work.  At the very least they should have a book to read.  Students are
NOT allowed to sleep or play games on their computers.  There will be 2 teachers (one DELTA) and one
admin on duty for Saturday school.

Please call Maria Quick at 512-414-7208 if you have specific questions about your student.

Spring 2022 Saturday School Dates

January 15
January 29
February 5
February 19
March 5
March 26

April 2
April 9
April 23
May 7
May 14
May 21

ACS Communications
Newsletters will be sent out via email to all ACS families as well as posted to the ACS website and social
media.  Please reach out to Amy Beisenherz for anything you would like included in the next newsletter.

Check the ACS Website for the latest newsletters & information on speaker series, travel, and fundraising.

Make sure to follow The Academy for Classical Studies at Austin High on Facebook!

mailto:j.donovan@sbcglobal.net
mailto:amy@beisenherz.com
http://www.austinhighclassical.org/
https://www.facebook.com/austinhighclassical


ACS Speaker Series

Please join us for our next very special Speaker Series event - an onsite documentary film screening and live
Q&A with the filmmakers!

Thursday, Jan 27 Stephen O'Shea and Taylor Greiger in the documentary Hell or High Seas

Official Trailer: Hell or High Seas

HELL OR HIGH SEAS follows U.S. Navy veteran Taylor Grieger and writer Stephen
O’Shea as they embark on the adventure of a lifetime — sailing around Cape Horn,
the world’s most treacherous ocean waters.  The documentary is a moving portrait
of a veteran using his own painful journey with PTSD to find healing for himself,
and pave a smoother path for veterans returning to civilian life.  From director
Glenn Holsten, producer Chayne Gregg, and executive producer Robert Irvine,
HELL OR HIGH SEAS is an adventure film with a deep, universal message about
perseverance and hope.

Stephen J O’Shea is a writer, documentarian, and sailor, who tells stories for a
living. After completing his Creative Writing PhD in Glasgow, Scotland, O'Shea set
sail with his long-time friend and navy veteran, Taylor Grieger, for Cape Horn - the
Mt. Everest of sailing

Scan this QR code or click here to sign up for the film viewing of

Hell or High Seas on January 27:

http://www.austinhighclassical.org/acs-speaker-series.html
https://www.hellorhighseas.com/stephen-oshea
https://www.hellorhighseas.com/taylor-grieger
http://www.hellorhighseas.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N2J5NenyxVs
http://www.hellorhighseas.com
http://www.stephenjoshea.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdRJJPwJIYaruXBCUacC_cf2pgfVtetuU-9xpkNAEbD6WWNZQ/viewform


● ACS students will be given priority registration for this special event.  Any remaining seats will be
opened up to the entire Austin High student body.

● Students attending should report to the PAC at the beginning of the school day on January 27th.
Students are responsible for making up any missed work from 5th & 6th periods.

● Sign-up form / QR code will be posted on the ACS bulletin board and in campus communications,
including the Maroon Update, PTSA Facebook, and Classical Academy Blend announcements.

Classical Academy students will receive 3 civic engagement points for attending this event added to x2vol.

We are actively working on scheduling several more speakers for this year.  Please forward speaker
recommendations to Jennifer Botchway or Amy Beisenherz.

ACS Travel

Class of 2022 Italy Trip
The Senior Italy trip has been moved to the 1st week of April. Scholarships have been processed and
approved.

Class of 2023 Italy Trip
Travel info meeting for the Class of 2023 Italy trip happened on Dec.8. Some students have already
enrolled. An email with links to enrollment and applying for a scholarship will go out soon.

Sophomores will visit Marfa in the spring & American Studies Juniors will travel to New Mexico later in the
spring.  Details will be released as soon as confirmed.

Questions about ACS travel may be directed to Austin High’s Director of Academies, Steve Maddox at
steven.maddox@austinisd.org , 512-841-1950.

ACS Fundraising

2021 Community Partners Campaign
We are thrilled to have raised $6,300 in donations during the fall Community Partners Campaign.  All of the
money goes to support scholarships for ACS students with financial need to participate in signature
experiences.

We would like to recognize and thank the following families and businesses, along with several anonymous
donors, for their valued contributions in support of our Academy of Classical Studies:

⭐ THANK YOU!⭐

Offermann Family, Lauren & Seth Halpern, Brian Charles Hair Studio,
Deering Family, Elizabeth and Jack Creveling, Coco B Isla, Trey and Wendy Lary,

Cory Lock and Dennis Ku, The Felix Family, Jacy and John Donovan, Jill Kolasinski,
Carlson Family, Elise and Rob Bridges, Mandy and Sanjay Mishra, Abel Family,

Spicewood Springs Cat Hospital, Peurrung Fam, The Krieg Family

mailto:jlbotchway@gmail.com
mailto:amy@beisenherz.com
mailto:steven.maddox@austinisd.org
http://www.austinhighclassical.org/community-partners-program.html


Teacher Appreciation
Our ACS Parent Board plans teacher appreciation events throughout the year to show our Classical
Academy teachers and staff how grateful we are for their hard work and dedication.

Before the winter break, your generous donations provided a teacher appreciation lunch as
well as HEB gift cards for all ACS teachers and staff

⭐ THANK YOU!⭐

We will provide lunch and treats throughout the Spring semester to continue to show

appreciation for our great teachers and staff!

9th Grade News

World Geography
We are kicking off the year with our Europe Unit! The kids will be looking at all sorts of cultural aspects and
famous places throughout the continent as well as getting to design their own Passion Projects to teach
their classmates about topics of their own interest that will somehow tie back into Europe. I'm excited to
see what they come up with and get to teach me about as well!

10th Grade News

English
Students will be Writing Persuasively an essay based off one of their journal entries from last semester.
They will also read and discuss the play Antigone, looking at how a play written 2500+ years ago is still
relevant to issues in our world today. The rest of the semester will involve a unit on
biographies/autobiographies, a Living Ethically unit on humanity's impact on nature, and a final unit writing
and sharing poetry to Speak Eloquently.



World History
Students will be engaging with the major world wars with class notes, videos, and a World War I simulation
involving paper ball throwing. They are also going to be Writing Persuasively on their next DBQ (in-class
essay) as well as Living Ethically with their "1,000 Paper Cranes for Peace" activity.

Geometry
Students will be Thinking Logically about right triangles with their studies on the Pythagorean Theorem
and Trigonometry.

Algebra II
Students are Thinking Logically by finishing the radical functions unit and moving on to polynomial
functions unit.

Chemistry
Students will be Thinking Logically by digging deeper to discover the 3D structures of molecules and see
how they react with each other. Students will also be exploring the difference between chemical and
nuclear reactions and discuss Living Ethically with nuclear power in a Socratic Seminar.

11th Grade News: American Studies

American Studies is jumping back into learning quickly. AP students are learning about the Civil War in US
History, practicing their interpretation skills in preparation for writing their first “official” DBQ essay. As AP
classes move into the post-Civil War time period, a focus on American identity will drive student’s
interdisciplinary project for the 3rd nine weeks. Grade level students are learning about World War II and
will also begin a post-war project on American identity. The much anticipated trip to New Mexico is almost
ready to roll-out to families as we anxiously await confirmation of the itinerary.

American Studies - An Interdisciplinary option for ACS Juniors
For junior year, students find their choices for core subjects expanding exponentially. While math and
science have branches that differ in content, such as a focus on physical, life, or earth science, most of the
eleventh grade humanities options have similar course objectives. Upper division humanities core courses
differ mostly at the instructional level so students should first choose the level of difficulty desired, then
decide on the instructional modality most compatible with their learning style. More information on the
various options will be available soon and counselors will review the different options with students in
more detail. The table shows a very basic overview of the core humanities options for juniors.



American Studies is available  for the Academy for Classical Studies and the Academy for Global Studies
students only. The English and US History curriculum is similar to the traditional humanities core courses at
AHS as far as rigor and learning objectives, but has a more interdisciplinary pedagogy that allows for
content alignment, project-based learning, and curricular connections to the ACS and AGS pillars of
learning. Students will explore the American experience by analyzing literary and historical texts in order to
develop a sophisticated understanding of American history and culture while growing into critical thinkers
who effectively use language to communicate ideas.

12th Grade News

Senior Breakfast
We are beginning to plan for the annual Senior breakfast that will happen before graduation this spring.
We look forward to the opportunity to honor and celebrate our Academy of Classical Studies Class of 2022
graduates!

Classical Graduation Distinction and Civic Engagement Points

Civic Engagement Points are awarded for civic engagement tasks and activities that align with the Classical
Academy pillars of truth, beauty, and goodness. To earn an ACS Graduation Distinction, civic engagement
points must be logged, verified, and approved by May 1 of senior year.

The goal for civic engagement points is typically 80 points, but the numbers needed for distinction eligibility
have been adjusted due to Covid/pandemic issues.  Here's a timeline of how we will adjust back to that
expectation:

● Class of 2022: 60 points
● Class of 2023: 70 points
● Class of 2024 and beyond: 80 points (subject to change if we are unable to plan some of our typical
experiences that lead to points)

For all groups, an additional award (certificate + medal) is given to students who earn 120+ hours. In ACS,
this is called the Classy Award. This number did not change, even during the pandemic, because it's an
"above and beyond" award.

Keep in mind that the points are only one eligibility requirement. To receive the ACS Graduation Distinction,
students also need to have academy-specific coursework and complete the Senior Seminar Experience:

● Coursework = 3 Fine Arts/Humanities electives + 1 year of Latin OR 4 Fine Arts/Humanities electives, if
students opt out of Latin.  Those approved electives are listed on the ACS website.

● Senior Seminar for ACS = Thesis, Service Learning Design Project (collaborative), or Internship

For further information, watch this loom screencast explaining Academy graduation distinctions that was
recently shared in all senior advisories: Academy Distinctions

http://www.austinhighclassical.org/what-is-civic-engagement.html
http://www.austinhighclassical.org/course-of-study.html
https://www.loom.com/share/79fa84a4fb9545349add826f9d87961f

